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Philippians: Gospel Partnership
A Conftrast and a Conclusion
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Philippians 3:18-4:1 ESV [18] For many, of whom |
have often told you and now tell you even with
tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. [19]
Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and
they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly
things. [20] But our citizenship is in heaven, and
from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, [21]
who will fransform our lowly body to be like his
glorious body, by the power that enables him
even to subject all things to himself. [1] Therefore,
my brothers, whom | iove and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.
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Philippians 3:17 ESV [17] Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your
eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us.

Due to this contrast, Paul should be imitated...What follows is why V
they need to imitate him
Thee 16 & %ijgc&vd'
JifSerence lochwren US (cHieen
o hesntn) vk THEM. (unte® 5
of ¥ tross) &J‘f’
1o tHM WCM‘) \
COUADL ot Gnrist

dsfference
e iake, Bt otharswho



Shemub
hbows,
bechuse gl

Philippians 3:18-4:1 July 3, 2016
. It
D€

oo by Confrast: 5 daseriphore G emamiss & Fo = 3 %3

t.- 8
DCJU& w/ Enemies of the Cross - For many, of whom I have often told you and N 2
now ftell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Ty

.. N . o .
e Their identity is far from obvious < §3
e Professing believers who walk unworthily...they didn't pursue :g%;
Christ, they pressed on in the pursuit of other things g é}
¢ To not go the route of the cross is to be an enemy ~2dEy
. . . . B g-é
e Note Paul has compassion on his enemies...even with tears, he T'?
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Their end - Their end is destruction

Their God - their god is their belly
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is concerned — maybe because he was an enemy of the
cross~even as all of us were =>Do we HE comPpssion) FOR oulk eNsiiss!

But gospel partners, or citizens of heaven, have a cross-shaped
mindset and live a cross-shaped life
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Final outcome = destruction %%kﬁlstés loss Oc%}“%
Their Christ-less path leads to a joy-less finish line uwms“"
Gospel partners, citizens of heaven, have an upward call that
results in perfection that they might “attain the resurrection

from the dead.” Philippians 3:11 ESV
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Those given over to their appetites, focused on earthly things
Belly — seat of their inward life, their feelings and desires

Their appetites and desires that arise from their inner person
exercise control over them to such an extent that those desires
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are gods to them
Citizens of heaven are “filled with the fruit of righteousness that

comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”
Philippians 1:9-11 ESV
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Their glory - and they glory in their shame,
o They boast in what they should be ashamed of
¢ They are famous for what they should be ashamed of
¢ They were not fighting sin, they were reveling in it "">Y"“"3 Pwpl"
e Citizens of heaven rather “worship by the Spirit of God and w"‘D d""f} o "t
glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh..

Philippians 3:3 ESV Homne2 [1de? The sacribices Jou
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Their mind - with minds set on earthly things

¢ They do not just think about earthly things, rather, their minds
are set on them

e This, as it follows chapter 3, is the fundamental problem

¢ Paul's mind on Christ, their minds on earthly things

e They pursue an earthy prize

o Gospel partners have their minds set on Christ and the/"§ press
on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:14 ESV

A total of 5 descriptors—enemies of the cross, their end is destruction,
their god is their belly, they glory in their shame, their minds are set on
earthly things—-which will be mirrored when he speaks about the
Philippians. However, his immediate rejoinder is not the citizens but

Christ =>"twa 1o ¥ COMPUASON ot loOud:s e CDWHST;’T) Wher M

Citizens of heaven - But our citizenship is in heaven e Uozns
e Playing on their Roman citizenship — we are a colony of
heaven, we belong 1o the heavenly commonwealth
¢ The realm where God dwells and rules
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Thie 15 PEMARKABLE : \of‘
e Citizens of heaven focus not on ourselves, but on our Saviour;

who he is, what he has done, and how he does it ﬁ?&?gﬂfmc}uﬁd

¥ This showel humble us...ond generate gratitudle by Tesus
Savior - and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ Y

e Who is our saviour? “The Lord Jesus Christ" — fis (e malte pLier_{'M‘ZfMS

¢ What has he done? He has rrlloc!e us ci’riz'ens of heoven:..he “’&{_C @%M&
“began the good work™ (Philippians 1:6) in us and he will W y
complete it. He will “tfransform our lowly body to be like his W 3(/

glorious body." To \’QSWJ
e Glorious bodies: ‘U’ scx
1. Continuity (scars) and discontinuity (appearing in a Wj

locked room)
2. Not subject to sin, suffering, disease, or death
3. Like Jesus's
¢ How does he do this¢ He does it “, by the power that enables
him even to subject all things to himself."
}Jf( “The same divine power that is at work in the lives of believers
vﬁﬁ to produce growth in godliness now will one day complete its
92 work by fransforming our bodies.”
¢ Await = eagerly await — fishing with Spud and Tommy
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5 descripﬁo/ns{
my brothers, whom | Jove and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
thus in the Lord, my beloved.
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Conclusion - Therefore
o Since we are citizens of heaven and not enemies of the cross,
we should stand firm in the manner Paul has described.
e Stand firm thus
e Stand firm in this way — In what way? 1:27-3:
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let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by
side for the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in
anything by your opponents.

believe in him but also suffer for his sake,

o being of the same mind, having the same love, being in

full accord and of one mind.

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility
count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of
you look not only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others.

o Have this mind among yourselves, ... yours in Christ Jesus,
o work out your own salvation with fear and tfrembiling, [13]
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for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for
his good pleasure.

Do all things without grumbling or disputing,

holding fast to the word of life

Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.
Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord

Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out
for those who mutilate the flesh

o Let those of us who are mature think this way,
o let us hold true to what we have attained.
o Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those

who walk according to the example you have in us.



